The glomerular endothelium emerges as a key player in diabetic nephropathy.
The effects of diabetes on glomerular structure and particularly that of the glomerular capillary wall have been extensively documented. By correlation with clinical measurements, Weil and colleagues provide important insights into the functional significance of glomerular structural changes in type 2 diabetes. Podocyte detachment correlates with albumin-to-creatinine ratio, but less strongly than does loss of endothelial fenestrations, which also correlates with reduced glomerular filtration rate. The role of the glomerular endothelium in diabetic nephropathy demands further scrutiny.